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There are no ugly angels. In the entire 10,000-year history of art, from the caves of Lescaux through the Mystical Nativity of
Sandro Botticelli to Ms. Fleming’s Grade 3 art class, every single depiction of angels is a depiction of beauty. Opera
Atelier’s Tyler Gledhill with Composer/Violinist Edwin Huizinga perform Inception at The Harris Theater for Music and
Dance in Chicago. Story page 7. (Bruce Zinger photo)

OTTAWA — On October 9, at St. Mary’s Parish in Ottawa, mass was celebrated to commemorate the 10th anniversary of the
death of Father Bob Bedard, founder of the Companions of the Cross (CC). (L to r) Bishop Scott McCaig, CC of the Military
Ordinariate of Canada, Deacon Charles Fink, Archbishop Marcel Damphousse of the Archdiocese of Ottawa-Cornwall
and Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese of Saint John. Story page 6. (YouTube image)
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New FreemanThe
Worldwide synod begins at local level
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

There has never been a synod like the one
that will begin October 17 in cathedrals across
Canada.

It’s not that lay people have never before
been asked their opinion, but this Synod on
Synodality begins with their opinions and
from that moment on it will be about their
hopes, dreams, disappointments and opinions
— including the opinions of Catholics who
have walked away from Church.

“I certainly hope that the process can be a
step towards creating a new relationship with
detached Catholics,” said Archdiocese of Hali-
fax-Yarmouth communications director Aura
Sadi who will be deeply involved in the synod
process. “Something different is happening
with this synod and if we are able to witness
this different way of engaging people well, if
we are able to tell our story well, then I think
the difference will show.”

Whether or not ex-Catholics will be
shocked by the sight of a listening Church or
are surprised that the Church cares what they
think, synod success will have a lot to do
with the sincerity and honesty of the Church,
Montreal’s Archbishop Christian Lépine told
parish representatives at the relaunch of Mon-
treal’s Together on a Mission campaign Sep-
tember 22.

“Do we have this desire, to give Jesus Christ
to the world because we know that Jesus
Christ is life, is love, is hope, is salvation?”
the archbishop asked.

The Together on a Mission campaign gives
the Archdiocese of Montreal something of a
jump on the synod, since the campaign was
designed to follow synodal principles as a
process of listening, learning and discerning.
In a province where Sunday Church attend-
ance hovers around 10 per cent, Lépine is
determined to talk to the other 90 per cent.

Like Montreal, Halifax-Yarmouth has a leg
up thanks to its annual Assembly of the Peo-
ple of God event. Originally a way to involve
parishioners in the affairs of the diocese as it
reorganized parishes, it has become an an-
ticipated annual event for Nova Scotia Catho-
lics.

“Our people and parishes are accustomed
to be asked for their input and offering feed-
back to our bishop,” Ms. Sadi said. “Having
the experience of our Assemblies, I think,
certainly helps with engaging people with the
synod process.”

Halifax-Yarmouth Archbishop Brian Dunn

Archbishop Brian Dunn
(Archdiocese of Halifax-Yarmouth photo)

will get a head start on the rest of the Church
by celebrating an inaugural Mass for the
Synod Friday, October 15 at a weekend event
that launches the synod and reconvenes the
annual Assembly of the People of God.

Vancouver’s Archbishop Michael Miller is
waiting until October 24 to celebrate an inau-
gural Mass at Holy Rosary Cathedral. By then,
Vancouver chancellor Barb Dowding should
be back from Rome, where she will take part
in the opening celebrations with Pope Francis.
The Canadian delegation to the synod open-
ing includes Ms. Dowding, Sister Chantal
Desmarais of the Sisters of Charity of Sainte-
Marie, Canadian Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops [CCCB] theological advisor Patrick
Fletcher, newly elected CCCB president Bishop
Raymond Poisson and outgoing CCCB presi-
dent Archbishop Richard Gagnon.

As for reaching the majority of Catholics
no longer attending Mass, the Vancouver arch-
diocese’s communications director Paul
Schratz has his doubts.

“I’m not sure how people such as non-
churchgoers would hear about it and know
where to make a submission, nor what kinds
of questions would be specifically tailored for
them,” Mr. Schratz wrote in an e-mail.

A trip to Rome for Cardinal Thomas Collins
will also delay the synod opening in Toronto.
The cardinal plans to celebrate the opening
liturgy at one of the regularly scheduled
masses the following weekend. In the mean-
time a working group has come together that
will be sharing information with parishes
about how and when parishioners can get
involved.

“Obviously, current COVID-19 restrictions
provide some challenges, but we will strive
to have a process that uses a number of tools
to gather feedback,” said Archdiocese of

(continued on page 9)
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Reconciliation efforts
continue beyond September 30
By BRIAN DRYDEN
Canadian Catholic News

OTTAWA — Indigenous leaders and Ca-
nadians who have long sought a path forward
towards reconciliation with Indigenous Ca-
nadians for past abuses such as the residen-
tial school system remain hopeful that the

National Day for Truth and Reconciliation held
on September 30 will have a lasting impact in
the future and be more than just a one day a
year affair.

Catholic and government leaders in Canada
were saying the right things leading up to the
first federally-designated National Day for
Truth and Reconciliation on Sept. 30, but it
will be actions going forward that will deter-
mine if there has been a real and lasting turn-
ing point on the path towards reconciliation
with Canada’s Indigenous Peoples.

The National Day for Truth and Reconcili-
ation on September 30 was marked across
the country even if not all provinces, includ-
ing the two largest Ontario and Quebec, des-
ignated the day as a statutory holiday. For the
most part the federal government recognition
of the day was taken as positive step by In-
digenous leaders, as was a formal apology by

(continued on page 6)RoseAnne Archibald

This campaign will have to be different
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

If Catholics really are going to raise $30 mil-
lion to fund Indigenous-led reconciliation projects
across the country, they’re going to have to run
a very different campaign than the $25-million
“best efforts” campaign that raised just $3.7 mil-
lion between 2008 and 2014, say Catholic phi-
lanthropists and fundraisers.

There can be no high-priced consultants set-
ting up and running the campaign, said Catholic
fundraising consultant Eleanor McGrath, who
sits on a number of volunteer boards includ-
ing Mary’s Meals.

“I would be sad to hear that they hired a
professional fundraiser…. This now rides on
our shoulders, as Christians, to correct that
blunder,” she said. “Just make it right.”

Ms. McGrath believes the five-year time ta-
ble of the Canadian bishops’ September 24
commitment is too long.

“If we don’t do this and do it darn fast we
are possibly exposing ourselves as Catholics
to something worse,” she said. “The sincer-
ity of being a Christian and a Catholic is at
stake. That’s too high a price.”

The 2008 to 2014 “best efforts” campaign
to raise $25 million was one of three streams
of financial compensation Catholic organiza-
tions covered by the Indian Residential
Schools Settlement Agreement were ordered
to pay. The other two streams were $29 mil-
lion in cash, paid largely out of the reserves
of the religious orders and dioceses that ran
the schools, and $25 million worth of in-kind
services, approved by local band leadership
and then assigned a dollar value by a commit-
tee in Ottawa with representatives from the
Assembly of First Nations, the federal gov-
ernment and the Catholic organizations.

The large, capital-campaign-style
fundraising effort was the idea of retired Su-
preme Court of Canada Justice Frank
Iacobucci, who arbitrated the settlement
agreement on behalf of the government in
2006. The Catholic organizations covered by
the agreement then hired KCI Philanthropy to
set up and run the campaign.

Today, KCI admits its campaign didn’t
work. “Unfortunately, despite the significant
effort of many, the fundraising results were
ultimately disappointing,” said KCI chief op-
erating officer Paul Koreen.

KCI was on the job from 2008 to 2012,
helping a volunteer board that included now
Governor General Mary Simon to develop
messaging, identify projects, train volunteers,

identify potential large donors and structure
the campaign as a separate legal entity.

“Individual, corporate and other prospec-
tive donors did not choose to make lead gifts
at the levels required for the campaign to suc-
ceed in reaching its goal,” Mr. Koreen said.

On the KCI side, the campaign was led by
then senior vice president Joanne Villemaire.
In 2016 Ms. Villemaire told The Catholic Reg-
ister the campaign faced multiple obstacles,
including a very low level of knowledge
among potential donors about the history of
residential schools and corporate reluctance
to be seen giving money to the Church. While
it failed, the campaign was anything but hap-
hazard or half-hearted, she said.

“They did best efforts. They really tried.
They were well-intentioned and really wanted
to see if this could be done,” said Ms.
Villemaire.

Catholics for Truth and Reconciliation
spokesperson Leah Perrault doesn’t think
anybody gains by blaming consultants.

“I don’t want to make excuses. We failed,”
she said. “The failure of the Church to ar-
ticulate a compelling vision for why this mat-
ters is the question.”

Catholics for Truth and Reconciliation,
which began as a Facebook discussion group
following the discovery of 215 unmarked
graves next to the Kamloops Indian Residen-
tial School, raised over $27,000 online with-
out official Church backing — $2,000 more

than its $25,000 target. The campaign also
directed donors to three different bishop-led
reconciliation funds and encouraged direct do-
nations to three Indigenous organizations
working on reconciliation.

The success of the now-closed
Catholics4TR campaign shows grassroots
appeals to church-goers can work, Ms.
Perrault said.

“I don’t think a traditional (corporate)
fundraising campaign is the way to go,” she
said. “Getting those dollars really matters, but
the way that we do it — engaging as many
people in the process as possible — is at least
as critical as the amount.”

Six years after the final report of the Truth
and Reconciliation Commission in 2015 and
after a summer of discoveries of unmarked
graves, there are big differences this time
around, said Canadian Conference of Catho-
lic Bishops’ spokesperson Lisa Gall.

“Catholics, and all Canadians, have been pain-
fully exposed to the uncovering of unmarked
burial sites this year, sparking an overdue but
necessary conversation on the lasting legacy of
this colonialist system,” said Ms. Gall.

“In working with diocesan and Indigenous
partners across the country on local initia-
tives, bishops have an opportunity to not only
provide support to deserving local programs,
but to engage, educate and inspire Catholics
and members of the general public on ways
everyone can play a meaningful role in the
healing journey.” §
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What am I doing?
What does my life mean?

A man approached Jesus and asked him, What must I do to inherit
eternal life?...  Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said “You lack
one thing; go, sell what you own, and give the money to the poor,…
then come, follow me.”  (Mark 10:17-30)

A standard practice in our lives is to check out the cost of things.
Looking at a purchase, we need to know the cost. Before we act, we
want to know what we have to do in order to achieve our goal. This
is wise human behaviour. But perhaps there are sometimes other con-
siderations that may influence our decision-making. For instance, a
relationship with another person calls for much more than a consid-
eration of goals and costs. A simple friendship or a decision to marry
involves more than an accounting exercise or a campaign plan.

The person who approached Jesus in Mark’s Gospel, is so much
like ourselves. He is checking out what it will take to assure eternal
life. “What must I do to inherit eternal life?”  The man wants to have
a clear sense of what he will have to put into this quest for eternal life.
Sometimes, it seems that the aim of our faith is to assure ourselves
that we have a place in heaven and what that will cost us. Perhaps we
are missing the point.  Jesus shows us to a different way.

After the man asks his question, Jesus recalls the commandments
to him. In response, the man indicates that he has kept all of them
since his youth.  Jesus’ response to the man is both interesting and
instructive. Mark tells us, “Jesus looking at him, loved him.” Then he
goes on to say, “You lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and give
the money to the poor.” Here is the core of our Christian faith.

First of all, we need to know that Jesus loves us, always loves us. More
than this, the Incarnation is the great sign that God loves us and will
always love us, unconditionally. In Jesus, God has come among us and
shares our humanity as a sign of this great loving act of God. The Gospel

writer John has expressed it: “For God
so loved the world, that he gave his only
son, so that everyone who believes in
him will not perish, but haver eternal life.”
(John 3:16)

Mark relates that Jesus says more to the man. The love that we
receive from God and that we can see in Jesus is not just for our-
selves. It is a love that must always be shared. It has to move out-
ward, especially to those who are the most vulnerable and the most in
need. The message we have received from Jesus and that we hold in
Christian faith, necessarily leads us outward in compassion, caring
and service.

So, what is our faith all about? It is in fact about eternal life but not
as something solely future. It is about finding God’s love expressed in
the here and now. The way Jesus looked at the man in Mark’s Gospel
was with a look of love. The man was called to take that same look of
love, expressing it in actions of love to the most vulnerable where he
was. He was looking for answers and meaning for his life. Isn’t that
us. The answer the man received is the response we all receive. God’s
love is unconditional for us. Our love in action is called to reflect the
same — for all, everywhere, at all times.

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday readings
with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith formation. He
can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories

Father JOHN JENNINGS

Dioceses send strong vaccine message
By QUINTON AMUNDSON
The Catholic Register

The message across the country for parishioners, volunteers and
staff at Catholic churches is clear: please get vaccinated.

While COVID-19 vaccination policies being formulated in dioceses
have so far stressed that parishioners will not require proof of vacci-
nation, there is a strong signal that vaccines can put churches on the
road to normal operations.

Hamilton Bishop Douglas Crosby has joined faith leaders across his
city in a campaign urging everyone to get vaccinated.

The city-wide campaign called Faith in Vaccine is an ecumenical
effort that features leaders from the Jewish, Hindu, Presbyterian, non-
denominational Christian, Anglican, Lutheran and Muslim faiths.

Bishop Crosby’s promotional poster quote reads: “Vaccines protect
my health. Vaccines protect my coworkers. Vaccines protect my pa-
rishioners. Vaccines protect us all.”

Despite this, however, Catholics attending liturgical services at any
of the 118 parishes of the Diocese of Hamilton, as in the Diocese of
Saint John, will not be mandated to present proof that they have been
vaccinated or tested.

“We are not requiring vaccines for anybody,” said Monsignor Murray
Kroetsch, the chancellor for the Diocese of Hamilton. “Having said

(continued on page 5)
Hamilton Bishop Douglas Crosby has joined other city faith leaders
in promoting vaccines. (Tara Chapman/City of Hamilton photo)
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In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

Immigration — then and now
In the summer of 1854, U.S. President Franklin Pierce sent Isaac

Stevens to be governor of Washington Territory, a tract of land con-
trolled by the federal government. Governor Stevens called for a
meeting of Native chiefs to discuss the tension between the U.S.
government and the Natives. One of the tribes, the Yakima, was stub-
bornly rebelling, led by their chief, Kamiakin. The Missionary Oblates
of Mary Immaculate (the religious order to which I belong) were
working with the Yakima nations. Their chief, Kamaikin, turned to
one of our Oblate priests, Charles Pandosy, for advice, asking him
how many Europeans there were and when they would stop coming.
Sadly, the advice that Pandosy gave him was of no consolation to the
chief.  In a letter to our Oblate founder in France, Saint Eugene de
Mazenod, Pandosy summed up his conversation with the Yakima
chief. He told Kamiakin: “It is as I feared. The whites will take your
country as they have taken other countries from the Indians. I came
from the land of the white man far to the east where the people are
thicker than the grass on the hills. Where there are only a few here
now, others will come with each year until your country will be over-
run with them. … It has been so with other tribes; it will be so with
you. You may fight and delay for a time this invasion, but you cannot
avert it. I have lived many summers with you and baptized a great
number of your people into the faith. I have learned to love you. I
cannot advise you or help you. I wish I could.” (Quote from Kay
Cronin, Cross in the Wilderness, Mission Press, Toronto, c1960, p.
35.)

One hundred and seventy years later the situation is the same, only
the players are different. In 1854, Europeans were coming to America
for a myriad of reasons. Some were fleeing poverty, others persecu-
tion, others saw no future for themselves in their homeland, others
were searching for religious freedom, and others were immigrating
because they saw huge possibilities here in terms of career and for-
tune. But, this was the problem. There were people already living
here and these indigenous peoples resisted and resented the newcom-
ers, perceiving their coming as a threat, an unfairness, and a seizure

of their country. Even before they fully
realized how many people would land on
their shores, the indigenous nations had
already intuited what this would mean, the
end to their way of life.

Does any of this sound strangely familiar? I recall a comment I
read on the sports pages several years ago which spoke volumes. A
baseball player in New York City to play the Yankees shared how,
going to the stadium on the subway, he was taken aback by what he
saw and heard: There were people of different colours, speaking dif-
ferent languages, and I asked myself, who let all these people into our
country? That could have been Chief Kamaikin of the Yakima nation,
a hundred and seventy years ago. Today our borders everywhere are
crowded with people trying to enter our Western countries and they
are fleeing their homelands for the same reasons as did the original
Europeans who came to America. Most of them are fleeing persecu-
tion or a hopeless future for themselves in their own countries, even
as others are seeking a better career and fortune for themselves.  And,
like the indigenous peoples, we who now live here have the same
concerns that Chief Kamaikin had a hundred and seventy years ago:
When will this stop? How many of those people are there? What will
this mean for our way of life, for our ethnicity, our language, our
culture, our religion?

Whatever our personal feelings about this, the answer to those ques-
tions cannot be much different from the answer Father Pandosy gave
Chief Kamaikin all those years ago.  It’s not going to stop - because it
can’t. Why not?

Globalization is inevitable because the earth is round, not endless.
Sooner or later, we have no other option but to meet each other,
accept each other, and find a way to share space and life with each
other. Because the earth is round, its space and resources are limited,
not endless. Moreover, there are millions of people who are unable to
live where they are presently living. They will do what they have to
for themselves and their families. What’s happening cannot be stopped.
In the words of Fr. Pandosy, we may try to fight and delay this
invasion for a time, but we cannot avert it.

Today, we, former immigrants ourselves, are beginning (at least a
little) to understand what the indigenous peoples must have felt when
we showed up, uninvited, on their shores. It’s our turn now to know
what it feels like when a country we consider as ours is progressively
filling up with people who are different from us in ethnicity, language,
culture, religion, and way of life.

What goes around comes around.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning
author. He can be contacted through his website  www.ronrolheiser.com
Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Brenan’s Funeral Home

111 Paradise Row, Saint John, NB
506-634-7424       www.brenansfh.com

(continued from page 4)
that, we are strongly encouraging our priests, deacons, clergy, staff,
volunteers — everyone — to get the vaccine.

In a letter to parishioners of the Diocese of Saint John, Bishop
Christian Riesbeck, CC wrote, “I encourage you in charity to be vac-
cinated against Covid-19 if you have not already done so.... Vaccina-
tion remains the surest way to limit the spread of Covid-19. I once
again urge each person to prayerfully consider vaccination, and to
discern a decision that will best protect themselves, their loved ones,
and the common good.”

The Archdiocese of Edmonton also made vaccine-related news as
Archbishop Richard Smith wrote in a September 24 letter to the faith-
ful that there will be no vaccine exemptions granted by priests based
on religious beliefs or conscientious objection.

“Let us recall, first of all, that the bishops of Alberta and the North-
west Territories, in communion with the Holy Father himself, have
already provided the moral guidance that, in the absence of ethically
acceptable alternatives, and in the context of a pandemic that poses a
serious threat to public health, it is morally permissible to receive a
vaccine approved for use in Canada against COVID-19,” he wrote to
parishioners.§

Sending strong vaccine message
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(continued from page 3)
Canada’s Catholic bishops for the church’s role in the residential school
system that came a week before.

“Today and every day, let’s hold a vision of happy healthy children
surrounded by the love and care of their families in safe, vibrant com-
munities,” said Assembly of First Nations [AFN] National Chief
RoseAnne Archibald.

“Every child matters and our little ones have an inherent right to
safety, love and happiness. I also welcome the designation of Na-
tional Day for Truth and Reconciliation to remind all Canadians of the
harms done to our little ones,” said Ms. Archibald.

The special day marking reconciliation with Canada’s First Peoples
on September 30 did not go on without a hitch, as Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau made the controversial decision to go on vacation
with his family on that very day.

Despite Mr. Trudeau’s decision to go on vacation with his family
on September 30, he did take part in a number of events the night of
September 29 in Ottawa tied into the National Day for Truth and
Reconciliation, and a statement released by his office laid out why his
government has designated September 30 as a statuary federal holi-
day from now on.

“It is a day to reflect on the painful and lasting impacts of residential
schools in Canada, and to honour survivors, their families, and their
communities. It is also a day to remember the many children who
never returned home, and an opportunity for us all to learn more, and

to affirm the need for reconciliation and commit ourselves to the
work ahead,” a statement released by the prime minister’s office said
September 30.

“This year, the tragic locating of unmarked graves at former resi-
dential school sites across the country has reminded us of not only
the impacts of colonialism and the harsh realities of our collective
past, but also the work that is paramount to advancing reconciliation
in Canada,” the PMO statement said, adding “we also recognize the
harms, injustices, and intergenerational trauma that Indigenous peo-
ples have faced — and continue to face — because of the residential
school system, systemic racism, and the discrimination that persists
in our society. We must all learn about the history and legacy of
residential schools. It’s only by facing these hard truths, and righting
these wrongs, that we can move forward together toward a more
positive, fair, and better future.”

“The National Day for Truth and Reconciliation recognizes that at
least 150,000 Indigenous children from across the country were forcibly
separated from their families and their communities,” the PMO said. “Chil-
dren were brought to residential schools where too many experienced
abuse and were removed from their cultures, languages, and traditions.”

AFN National Chief Archibald said she is willing to work with all
Canadian political leaders after the recent September 20 federal elec-
tion to further reconciliation efforts.

“There is a healing path forward and we can get there by working
together,” Ms. Archibald said.§

Reconciliation efforts continue beyond September 30

By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

OTTAWA — On Saturday, October 9, Bishop Christian Riesbeck,
CC, of the Diocese of Saint John, joined fellow members of the Com-
panions of the Cross [CC] at St. Mary’s Parish in Ottawa to celebrate
the 10th anniversary of the death of Father Bob Bedard, founder of the
Companions of the Cross.

Bishop Riesbeck presided over mass at St. Mary’s Parish with Bishop
Pierre-Olivier Tremblay, OMI, auxiliary bishop of the Diocese of Tr-
ois-Rivières, and Archbishop Marcel Damphousse of the Archdio-
cese of Ottawa-Cornwall. Bishop Scott McCaig, CC of the Military
Ordinariate of Canada preached the homily.

Many from the Diocese of Saint John watched the mass via
livestream, including Peggy Dunne of Oromocto. “I really enjoyed
the wonderful mass for the 10th Anniversary of the passing of Fr. Bob
Bedard. St Mary’s looked as beautiful as I remember it,” she said.
“Bishop Scott’s homily very much captured the wit and wisdom of
Fr. Bob and was a real tribute to him. The stories that the bishop
shared brought me back to a very precious time in my life. The expe-
riences that I had at the Charismatic prayer group that Fr. Bob was
instrumental in starting back in the late 1970s, drew me into a lifelong
relationship with Jesus, the Holy Spirit and the Roman Catholic church.”

Bishop McCaig said of Fr. Bedard, “quite simply his whole heart
belonged to the master. He really did consider Jesus the unequalled
and unsurpassable treasure of his whole life. Everything else was
negotiable and very, very secondary.”

The bishop recalled that every day began the same way for Fr.
Bedard, “with that shock of crazy hair in about twenty different di-
rections, and his face bowed to the carpet in our chapel before Jesus
in the Blessed Sacrament…surrendering literally everything to the

Lordship of the one that he loved above all others.”
Bishop McCaig said that Fr. Bedard “ministered as a priest out of

love for Jesus and founded this community for the same reason. At
first reluctantly, then obediently, and finally with a heart burning to do
something beautiful for Jesus.”

He went on to say that “this all-encompassing love he had for Jesus
is the key to understanding his whole mission, and consequently the
mission of the community he founded and why he is an enduring gift
to the whole church, and why people continue to ask his intercession
before the throne.”

Bishop McCaig noted that Fr. Bedard, “Loved the Eucharist be-
cause the Eucharist is Jesus. Loved celebrating the sacrifice of the
mass and was convinced that it is before the Blessed Sacrament that
all the needs of the Church would be answered and met. Loved the
Church, because it’s the mystical body of Christ, and it’s his beloved
bride. Loved Mary with a tender, filial devotion, because Jesus loved
her, and he gave her to us to be our mother in the order of grace. And
tirelessly, passionately, and unapologetically promoted devotion to the
Holy Spirit, and especially the current of grace known as the Baptism
in the Holy Spirit, because it is only through the Holy Spirit that we
can genuinely know and love Jesus.”

“[Fr. Bob] was convinced that the Lord — imagine this —– actu-
ally wants to run the whole Church,” Bishop McCaig said. “And that
it is only by having this kind of relationship with him in the Holy Spirit
and then listening to him that we clear the way for him to do what he
wants to do. This what he meant by giving the Lord permission.”

Bishop McCaig noted that Fr. Bedard, “taught relentlessly to any-
one who would listen a terribly neglected teaching of the Second
Vatican Council, namely that it is through the Holy Spirit that Jesus
empowers us with the gifts and charisms that unite us to his saving
mission. It is those gifts and charisms that move us from a people

(continued on page 7)

An enduring gift to the Church
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Angel's flight
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

There are no ugly angels. In the entire 10,000-year history of art,
from the caves of Lescaux through the Mystical Nativity of Sandro
Botticelli to Ms. Fleming’s Grade 3 art class, every single depiction of
angels is a depiction of beauty. Opera Atelier co-artistic director Marshall
Pynkoski knows why.

“I see them as a visual representation of God’s presence. God, being
perfection, God is the perfection of beauty. An angel is a reflection of that,”
Mr. Pynkoski told The Catholic Register as the company was preparing
for the October 1 release of Angel, its first production for film.

Even the rebel angel, Lucifer, is beautiful.
“It’s what made Lucifer so dangerous,” said Mr. Pynkoski. “He was

the most perfect reflection of God. He was the most beautiful creature.
Which is precisely what made him think that he was God.”

With the feast day of St. Michael and all angels (known to the medieval
English as Michaelmas) on September 29, followed by the Memorial of
the Guardian Angels on October 2, fall was made for angels. But Opera
Atelier’s journey into film production for Angel has been six years of
evolving revelation in the face of calamities.

It began with the terrorist attack on the Bataclan theatre in Paris, No-
vember 13, 2015. The little Toronto baroque opera company was touring
Europe that fall with a production of Armide by Jean-Baptiste Lully, an
18th-century opera about a Muslim warrior princess who falls in love
with the Christian knight Renaud.

Mr. Pynkoski and co-artistic director Jeannette Lajuenesse Zingg had
just arrived in Paris when men who called themselves soldiers of the
Islamic State, in a combination of suicide bombings and automatic weap-
ons fire, murdered 130 people, 90 of them at the Bataclan. Another 416
were injured, many for life. Paris was in lockdown. But instead of calling
off the performance, Opera Atelier believed the show must go on.

The production was the opposite of a terror attack, replacing irrational
hatred and fear with a tale of love between a Muslim and a Christian.

Grateful Parisians then invited Opera Atelier to present a program at the
Royal Chapel of Versailles, to coincide with Canada’s 150th anniversary in
2017. The company, dedicated to the meticulous production of authentic
baroque music and dance, responded with something it had never done
before. It got in touch with Canadian composer Edwin Huizinga and com-
missioned a new piece of music for baroque instruments.

Mr. Huizinga’s work for solo violin and a dancer was called Inception.
It was presented in a program of theatre and liturgical music at the Royal
Chapel of Versailles in 2017. This performance led to an expanded version
of Huizinga’s composition at the Royal Opera House in England called The
Angel Speaks. By adding onto The Angel Speaks, Opera Atelier eventually
came up with The Eye and Eye’s Delight performed at Versailles, in Chi-
cago and in Toronto.

Then COVID hit.
Live theatre has been impossible for 19 months, but Mr. Pynkoski be-

lieved there had to be an answer to a world driven apart and frightened to
death, whether by hateful rhetoric and war or by a killer virus. Forty
minutes more of music, set to texts by John Milton and Rainer Maria
Rilke, transformed the evolving production into Angel, a work for film
under the direction of filmmaker Marcel Canzona.

Twentieth-century Bohemian poet and novelist Mr. Rilke seemed to be
speaking to our own anxious age when he wrote in 1923:  “Who, if I cried
out, would hear me among the angels’ hierarchies? and even if one of
them pressed me against his heart: I would be consumed in that over-

whelming existence. For beauty is nothing but the beginning of terror,
which we still are just able to endure, and we are so awed because it
serenely disdains to annihilate us. Every angel is terrifying.”

Mr. Pynkoski hopes that people who watch the special release of the
film, whether online or in person at the TIFF Bell Lightbox, can catch a
glimpse of those shards of the divine as Toronto soprano [and Fredericton
born] Measha Brueggergosman sings words by two of the English lan-
guage’s greatest poets.

“I think our loss of the divine, our loss of the connection to the divine
and the eternal, has had dire consequences for the world that we live in on
every level,” he said.

At a 2018 mass for the Memorial of the Guardian Angels, Pope Francis
urged us to remember our guardian angels.

“The angel is the daily gateway to transcendence, to the encounter with
the Father: that is, the angel helps me to go forward because he looks upon
the Father, and he knows the way. Let us not forget these companions
along the journey,” the pope said.

Angel will be available to stream October 28-November 12. Single
tickets for streaming are $30. For information and to purchase go to
www.OperaAtelier.com. The film also premiered before a live audi-
ence at the TIFF Bell Lightbox in Toronto October 1. Tickets to the
gala event, including a question and answer session with members of
the creative team, go for $99. COVID protocols will be in force.§

An enduring gift to the Church
(continued from page 6)

that just pray, pay and obey, to a people who are on mission as priests,
prophets and kings.”

Calling Fr. Bedard, “a pioneer of the New Evangelization, and the New
Pentecost that makes it possible,” Bishop McCaig said he was not a clever
theologian or an innovator with some original breakthrough. “He wasn’t
either of those things, not by a long shot. He was just a priest who was
alive to Jesus, attentive to Jesus, obedient to Jesus.”

“It is only when the bride of Christ, the Church is madly, foolishly,
head-over-heels in love, captivated and dazzled by her bridegroom
Jesus, that we are even remotely capable of rising from this present
sickbed,” Bishop McCaig said. “It is only the saints who reform the
Church, and only Jesus can make saints.”

“We have been tantalized by Jesus. We have been fascinated by
him, dazzled. We have been trapped and captured. We are prisoners
of the Lord, but we are delighted to be in his custody. We would not
want it any other way. We are able to say with St. Paul that we have
reappraised all else as rubbish in the light of knowing Christ Jesus,
and we are now racing to capture the prize for which he has captured
us. These words and all that follow from them rang true in the life and
ministry of Fr. Bob,” Bishop McCaig concluded. “That’s why he was
a pioneer of the renewal of the Church a quarter century ahead of
most of the Church. That’s why he touched so many lives so pro-
foundly, and why people continue to call out for his intercession. It’s
why he remains an enduring gift to the Church, and I believe, a wit-
ness of heroic love. May these also ring true in each of us, and please
God, in the whole Church.”

The 10th Anniversary Memorial Mass for Fr. Bob Bedard can be
viewed on the YouTube Channel for St. Mary’s Parish – Ottawa at
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtV6m7ZoNkrK4HJOSU6jQFA.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She
can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §
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Catholic filmmaker harnesses ‘power of stories’
By NICHLAS ELBERS
The B.C. Catholic

Defining the purpose of art can be a challenge. The possible inter-
pretations are as seemingly infinite as the creation that the artist par-
ticipates in, but for Mission filmmaker David Mora Perea the goal is
simple: “it’s about the power of stories.”

Mr. Mora Perea first explored stories while pursuing acting at Uni-
versity of the Fraser Valley alongside his studies in science and educa-
tion. During his studies he appeared in Accidental, a short film that
won the Best Student Film Award at the Oxford Film Festival in 2018.

While working on set, he found himself drawn away from acting
and toward the nitty gritty behind-the-scenes details of filmmaking.

After graduating, Mr. Mora Perea founded a small production com-
pany called Leitmotif Pictures, with friends Joshua Vanderlinden and
Malibu Taetz.

A leitmotif, they explain on their website, “is a recurring musical
theme that represents a character, place, or idea. Leitmotifs exist in
endless varieties, but they all come together to create something beau-
tiful in a larger piece of music. In the same way, the films we create
at Leitmotif Pictures may be of all genres and styles, but together they
form a greater picture that upholds the beautiful in life.”

Running a production company allows the filmmakers freedom to
pursue stories they choose in ways that feel authentic to their own
artistic vision.

Mr. Mora Perea directed his first short film, The Rise, in 2019. It
won several awards, including a bronze placement for Best Cinema-
tography and Best New Director at the Los Angeles-based Independ-
ent Shorts Awards.

Rooted in Christ’s command to forgive 70 times seven times, The
Rise offers a meditation on the freeing nature of forgiveness and the
impact that our limited perspectives can have on the trajectory of our
lives.

Though many people may not be familiar with short films, Mr.
Mora Perea thinks they offer a powerful vehicle with which to tell
stories that have “something powerful to say.”

The brevity of the short film mixes with his long-time interest in
science fiction and short stories, to which Mr. Mora Perea attributes
an early love of American author and screenwriter Ray Bradbury.

“I would love to make The Veldt as a short film,” Mr. Mora Perea
said about one of Mr. Bradbury’s best known short stories. Even
though The Rise centres on relationships and dialogue there is a re-
curring narrative loop that smuggles in this science fiction influence.

Despite accepting a 2019 bronze award for Best New Director, Mr.
Mora Perea emphasizes that filmmaking is a group effort.

“As much as the director has a lot of power, it’s a lot of very
talented people coming together. For me it was always about bringing
[together people who] I like to call collaborators. I have a vision that
I want, but I don’t have the skills or the knowledge to make it hap-
pen,” he told The B.C. Catholic.

One of these collaborators was co-writer Alec Gloanec, a high
school friend who teaches at St. John Brebeuf Regional Secondary in
Abbotsford. Mr. Gloanec made the initial pitch and worked with Mr.
Mora Perea to refine the story for film. The script became a labour of
love and they pored over it for about a year, even making significant
changes a few weeks before filming.

“We discussed possible story lines, and we ended on one about
forgiveness, because our culture doesn’t really understand forgive-

ness very well,” Mr. Gloanec said.
“In a popular culture that speaks a lot about tolerance, we aren’t

very tolerant in my estimation, and we don’t really know what for-
giveness is, so we decided to tell a story that would provoke thought

around that topic.”
Mr. Mora Perea wryly refuses to define “Catholic art,” but he does

like to emphasize the relationship between his faith and his work: “I
may make a film that is not implicitly about faith, but as long as it in
some ways honours God, it is part of living my faith.”

In The Rise, this is most clear in the moral vision of the story,
which revolves around forgiveness and how deceit leads to pain. It
can also be found in his next project, Solitude, which he hopes will
make the elderly more visible in a world that often forgets them in
homes and relegates them to the sidelines.

While Solitude is still in the writing and storyboarding phase, Mora
Perea’s plan is to tell the story of an old man, forgotten by the world
and lost in his age. The film’s perspective will shift between the man’s
experiences in the city where he lives, and a forest that represents his
loneliness.

As time passes, Mr. Mora
Perea wants the two to mix in a
way that will show “there is re-
ally no one [world] that is more
true than the other, that solitude
is just as real as everything else
that we see ... If I can get one
person to call their grandparents
after watching the film, then that’s
good.”

Leitmotif Pictures has pro-
duced a number of short films
that illustrate the artistic worth of
the Christian imagination and the
power of telling stories.

For more information or to view
their short films, visit
leitmotifpictures.com. §

David Mora Perea on the set of The Producer, a short film he
produced in 2020. “I may make a film that is not implicitly
about faith, but as long as it in some ways honours God, it is
part of living my faith,” he says. (Leitmotif Pictures)
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(continued from page 2)
Toronto communications director Neil MacCarthy.

In Regina, the archdiocese is hoping for a synodal listening process
that drills down deeper than the parishes.

“These synodal consultations will take place in a variety of for-
mats, including discussions at parishes, in homes and home groups
and through other, virtual means,” said spokesperson Eric Gurash.

A conversation that gets beyond the usual suspects with close con-
nections to parish priests and the diocesan administration is a high
priority, said Mr. Gurash.

“Listening and dialogue, especially with those on the margins of
society and Church, have been two key pastoral priorities in our dio-
cese over the past several years,” he wrote in an e-mail. “We see this
synodal process as an important means of growing the foundations
that have already been set in some areas of our ministry and expand-
ing this priority of walking together to other areas which could also
benefit from this kind of inten-
tional listening and discernment.”

Reaching the unchurched and

Worldwide synod begins at local level
the ex-churched is what its all about for the Archdiocese of Ottawa-
Cornwall, said Marisa Casagrande, senior consultant strategic plan-
ning and research.

“This is very much at the forefront of our thinking,” she said. “We
need to try to reach this group as much as possible. The challenge
will be how.”

Online surveys are likely part of the solution, Ms. Casagrande said.
In addition to an opening liturgy, Ottawa-Cornwall plans to release

a video in which Archbishop Marcel Damphousse explains the proc-
ess and encourages Catholics to take part.

“We are also viewing this formal synodal process as only the begin-
ning of a longer, spiritual process of listening to the people of God
within our archdiocese,” Ms. Casagrande wrote in an e-mail.

“The upcoming synod is very important in the life of the universal
Church and during this initial phase all people of God — laity, reli-
gious, clergy — will be called to engage and dialogue on the synodal

journey,” said Canadian Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops spokes-
person Lisa Gall.

Diocesan consultation will
result in diocese-by-diocese re-
ports, which will be gathered and
summarized by staff at the CCCB
in April 2022. Before March of
2023, the CCCB will join with the
United States Conference of Catho-
lic Bishops for the continental phase
of the synod, leading from there to
the final stage in Rome in October
of 2023.§
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Women religious have key role in synod process, pope says
By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Women religious have an essential role in the
process of creating a more synodal church and in preparations for the
Synod of Bishops, not just through their prayers and participation, but
also by listening to people not usually part of such church activities,
Pope Francis said.

"You consecrated women are an irreplaceable presence in the great
community on the move, which is the church," the pope said October
11 during an audience with members of the general chapter of the
Sisters of Charity of St. Jeanne-Antide Thouret.

"Consecrated women are an extension of the female presence which
walked with Jesus and the Twelve, sharing the mission and making
your own unique contribution," the pope said, noting that the Gospel
of St. Luke even names some of the women: Mary Magdalene, Joanna
and Susanna.

As the Catholic Church takes up its commitment "to grow in
synodality," he said, the Sisters of Charity and other consecrated women
have an essential role.

While the Sisters of Charity have no "ready-made answers" to what
they will bring to the process, which the pope launched October 10,
he said the theme of their general chapter provides a clue.

The theme of the gathering was Starting afresh from Bethany, with

Martha's concern and
Mary's listening.

Martha and Mary, he
said, were "two disciples
who had a very important
place in the life of Jesus
and the twelve, as we can
see in the Gospels. This
confirms that, first of all,
as women and as baptized
women, that is, as disci-
ples of Jesus, you are a
living presence in the
church, participating in
communion and mission."

But an added contribution comes from the "concern" and "listen-
ing" the sisters are focusing on, he said. "In particular, concern for
the poor and listening to the poor. Here you are teachers. You are
teachers not with words, but with deeds, with the history of so many
of your sisters who have given their lives for this, in concern for and
listening to the elderly, the sick, the marginalized; close to the little
ones, to the least ones with the tenderness and compassion of God."

Concern and listening, he said, build up the church by helping it
"walk in the way of Christ, which is the way of charity."§

Pope Francis (Paul Haring/CNS photo)
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October 17, 2021
Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time

First Reading: Isaiah 53.10-11
When you make his life an offering for sin,

he shall see his offspring and shall prolong his days.

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 33.4-5, 18-19, 20+22 (R.22)
R. Let your love be upon us, Lord., even as we hope in you.

Second Reading: Hebrews 4.14-16
Let us approach the theme of grace with boldness.

Gospel: Mark 10.35-45
The Son of Man came to give his life as a ransom for all.

Sunday’s Liturgy

Pope, faith leaders urge nations at climate summit to care for creation
By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — High-level representatives of the world's reli-
gions came together with Pope Francis at the Vatican to show their
joint commitment to caring for the Earth and to appeal to world lead-
ers to deepen their commitments to mitigating climate change.

To the strains of Antonio Vivaldi's "The Four Seasons" and sur-
rounded by potted greenery and the colourful frescoes of the Hall of
Benedictions, nearly 40 faith leaders signed a joint appeal that Pope
Francis then blessed and gave to Alok Sharma, president-designate of
COP26, and to Luigi Di Maio, Italy's foreign affairs minister.

"Future generations will never forgive us if we miss the opportunity
to protect our common home. We have inherited a garden: We must
not leave a desert to our children," said the written appeal, signed
October 4, the feast of St. Francis of Assisi, patron saint of ecology.

The appeal urged world leaders, who will meet at the 26th U.N.
Climate Change Conference of Parties — COP26 — in Glasgow
November 1-12, "to take speedy, responsible and shared action to
safeguard, restore and heal our wounded humanity and the home
entrusted to our stewardship."

Participants included top scientists and major religious leaders in-
cluding: Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew of Constantinople; Angli-
can Archbishop Justin Welby of Canterbury, England; Russian Ortho-
dox Metropolitan Hilarion of Volokolamsk, representing Patriarch Kirill
of Moscow; Sheikh Ahmad el-Tayeb, grand imam of Al-Azhar; Rabbi
Noam Marans of the International Jewish Committee for Interreligious
Consultations; and top representatives of other Christian denomina-
tions, Sunni and Shi'a Muslim communities, Judaism, Hinduism,
Sikhism, Buddhism, Confucianism, Taoism, Zoroastrianism and
Jainism.

The appeal called on nations to: increase their levels of commitment
and international cooperation; meet net-zero carbon emissions as soon
as possible as part of efforts to mitigate rising global average tempera-
tures; step up climate action at home and financially assist more vul-
nerable countries in adapting to and addressing climate change; in-
crease their transition to cleaner energy and sustainable land use prac-
tices; and promote environmentally friendly food systems and the
rights of indigenous peoples and local communities.

The religious leaders also pledged that they themselves would pro-
mote ecological education; advocate for a "change of heart" in their
own communities concerning caring for all of creation; encourage
sustainable lifestyles; take part in public debates on environmental
issues; and support "greening" their institutions, properties and in-
vestments.

They symbolically marked their personal commitment by pouring a
cup of soil onto a potted olive tree that will be planted in the Vatican
Gardens.

The representatives took to the floor with a brief speech, commen-
tary or declaration, with many detailing what their faith tradition teaches
about the moral imperative of caring for humanity's common home.
At the end of the ceremony, recorded messages and appeals were
played from those religious leaders that could not attend the event due
to pandemic restrictions.

Saying he wanted to leave more time to hear from everyone, Pope
Francis chose to skip reading his speech aloud since everyone had a
written copy.

In the full text, the pope said COP26 "represents an urgent sum-
mons to provide effective responses to the unprecedented ecological
crisis and the crisis of values that we are presently experiencing, and
in this way to offer concrete hope to future generations."

He proposed "three concepts" to guide their joint efforts: "openness
to interdependence and sharing; the dynamism of love; and the call to
respect."

"Recognizing that the world is interconnected means not only real-
izing the harmful effects of our actions, but also identifying behav-
iours and solutions to be adopted, in an attitude of openness to inter-
dependence" and sharing the responsibility and ways to care for oth-
ers and the environment, he wrote.

Religious and spiritual traditions can help promote love, which "creates
bonds and expands existence, for it draws people out of themselves
and toward others," especially the poor, he wrote.

Faith traditions, he said, can help break down "barriers of selfish-
ness," counter today's "throwaway culture" and combat the "seeds of
conflict: greed, indifference, ignorance, fear, injustice, insecurity and
violence," which harm people and the planet.

"We can face this challenge" with personal examples, action and
education, the pope wrote.

Finally, the pope wrote, there must be respect for creation, respect
for others, "for ourselves and for the creator, but also mutual respect
between faith and science."

Respect, he wrote, is "an empathetic and active experience of de-
siring to know others and to enter into dialogue with them, in order to
walk together on a common journey."

The meeting, Faith and Science: Toward COP26, was organized
by the embassies of the United Kingdom and Italy to the Holy See,
together with the Vatican. The U.K. and Italy were co-chairing the
summit in Glasgow, where parties from 197 nations are meant to find
agreement on how to tackle the threat of climate change.

The appeal of religious leaders and scientists came after months of
dialogue and agreement that there is a common moral duty to tackle
climate change.

The COP26 co-chairs wanted to include the voices of religious
leaders given the moral and ethical imperative of environmental pro-
tection, but also because of their global reach and authority as they
represent an estimated 84% of the world's population who identify
with a faith. §
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OBITUARIES

WHITE, JOHN WESLEY — It is with heavy hearts that the family
of John Wesley White announce his passing on Tuesday, September
7, 2021 at the Saint John Regional Hospital with family by his side.
John was born on March 19, 1945, in Saint John, NB to the late
Stanley and Norma (Albert) White.

John is survived by his wife Sandra (Garnett) White of 57 years,
daughters; Kimberly (Ken) Hayes and Carolynn White, brother
Steve White (Anne), sisters; Donna Robichaud and Shawn White,
grandchildren; Megan Arsenault, Caitlyn Hayes, and Noah Brown,
great grandchildren; Silas and Caleb Arseneault, and several nieces
and nephews.

He rested at Castle Fallsview Funeral Home, Saint John. A Mass
of Christian Burial was held from St. Matthew’s Catholic Church,
Grand Bay-Westfield.

QUINN, RACHAEL MARGARET (Phinney) — It is with great
sadness that the family of Rachael M. Quinn, passionate mother
and beloved wife to Patrick J. Quinn, announce her passing on
Friday, September 17, 2021. Rachael passed peacefully surrounded
by her husband, children, and mother after a long and brave battle
with breast cancer. Born February 7, 1962, in Saint John, she was
the daughter of RuthAnne (Barbour) and the late Garnet Phinney.
 She is survived by her four children Benjamin (Justine) of To-
ronto, Nicholas (Alicia) of Ottawa, Caroline (Pierre) of Saint John,
and Christian (Kasey) of Fredericton. Rachael and Pat found them-
selves in each other, and through that, defined partnership.

Arrangements for Rachael’s celebration of life were under the
care and direction of Brenan’s Funeral Home, Saint John. A Mass
of Christian Burial took place from Holy Spirit Parish S(t. Mat-
thew’s Worship Site) Saint John.

MARTIN, BERNICE ALICE MARY — Bernice Alice Mary
(Doiron) Martin passed away peacefully September 27th sur-
rounded by those that loved her dearly.

Bernice was born on October 13, 1947, to Alice and Edmund
Doiron in Saint John.

Bernice is survived by her children: Martin Dubois (Nathalie),
geographically distant love, of LaPrairie, QC, Danny Martin (Amy),
the shit disturber, of Brookshire, TX, Jason Martin (Jennifer), the
middle child, of Quispamsis, NB and Karen Basque (Ronnie), the
favourite, of Tuktoyaktuk, aka Damascus, NB; and her grand-
children, nieces and nephews.  She is also survived by her brother,
Ivan Doiron (Pam) of Quispamsis.

She was predeceased by her parents, Alice and Edmund Doiron
and her older sister, Bertha Doiron.

She rested at Brenan’s Funeral Home, Saint John.  A Mass of
Christian Burial was celebrated from Our Lady of the Assumption
Church, Saint John.  Interment in St. Joseph’s Cemetery.

ROHERTY, JEAN ELIZABETH — Jean Elizabeth (Downie)
Roherty passed away peacefully Thursday, September 30th 2021
at Rocmaura Nursing Home, Saint John NB.

Born on November 12, 1932 in Fredericton, she was a daughter
of the late Everett and Hazel (McCorquindale) Downie.

Jean is survived by her son Shawn (Yulia) of Quispamsis, her
beloved grandchildren Sonja & Daniel, as well as nieces Marilyn
(Roger) Crisp, Janet (Greg) Jewett & her nephew Frank Downie;
nieces Sheila Sowers and Patricia Chambers; as well as several

great-nieces & nephews, & cousins from her extended family.
Besides her parents, Jean is predeceased by her loving husband

John, and brothers; Frank (Greta), Neil (Jeanne Marie), Ivan
(Nettie), and Bruce (Sharon).

Arrangements were under the care of Kennebecasis Commu-
nity Funeral Home, Quispamsis. A Mass of Christian Burial was
held at St. Alphonsus Catholic Church, Hampton.

LeBRETON, M, RITA — It is with appreciation of a life well
lived that the family of Marie “Rita” LeBreton announces her pass-
ing which occurred on Friday, October 1, 2021, at her residence.
Rita was born on January 15, 1924, in St-Basile, NB, and was the
daughter of the late Côme and Marie Catherine (Legasse) Lajoie.

She will be lovingly remembered by her son, Gerard (Dianna
Glaspy) LeBreton; sister Célina (Lajoie) LeBlanc; grandchildren
Denise (Shawn) Campbell and Gerard Jr.; great-grandchildren
Jordan and Tyler; adopted grandson, Emmett; special god-son
Father Stanislas Paulin, of OLPH, Rothesay; as well as several
nieces, nephews, cousins, friends, her Extra Mural nurse Nicole
Brown; and her best dog friend, Finnigan. Besides her parents,
she was predeceased by her husband, Robert LeBreton; sisters,
Soeur Annette Lajoie r.h.s.j; and Anna who passed away in child-
hood.

Arrangements were under the care of Kennebecasis Commu-
nity Funeral Home, Quispamsis, In keeping with Rita’s wishes, a
private family service took place followed by a graveside service
with family and friends t St. Joseph’s Cemetery, Saint John.

GALLIVAN, SR. LUDOVICA, SCIC — Sister Ludovica Helena
Gallivan (Sister Mary Cecilia) peacefully went home to her God
on Saturday, October 2, 2021 at Ruth Ross Residence in Saint
John, NB.  Born in Deerville, NB on July 17, 1918, she was the
daughter of the late Patrick and Anna (Staten) Gallivan.

She entered the Sisters of Charity of the Immaculate Concep-
tion on September 8, 1937. She taught piano and violin in
Fredericton, Johnville, Moncton, St. Stephen and Digby, NS. She
also cared for the children at St. Patrick’s Orphanage, Silver Falls,
as well as seniors at the Mater Misericordia Home in Saint John.
Later, she offered her gifts and talents in Parish Ministry in
Fredericton and Johnville, facilitating Catechetics, Adult Faith
Formation and Pastoral Care.  She returned to St. Vincent’s Con-
vent in Saint John and continued to offer her musical talents and
care for the Sisters.

Affectionately known as “Sister Ludie”, whenever she went,
music and singing were sure to follow, and her homemade fudge
was a delightful treat at any gathering.  \Throughout her life, she
was involved in many social justice issues and until recently, con-
tinued her interest in world events and crossword puzzles.

She was predeceased by her parents, Patrick and Anna Gallivan;
her brothers, Earl, Basil, Leo, Patrick and Mark and sisters, Sr.
Elizabeth Gallivan, scic, Mary and Maria.

She is survived by her sister-in-law, Anna (Basil) Gallivan;
nephew, Patrick (Susan); nieces, Theresa and Cathy; great-nieces,
Molly and Laura and great-great-nephew and niece, Owen and
Maggie.

Arrangements were under the care of Brenan’s Funeral Home,
SaintJohn.  A Graveside Service took place in St. Joseph’s Cem-
etery, Saint John. §
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MIRAMICHI — The Knights of Columbus Fr. Joseph McKinnon Council in Miramichi,
presented 50 year pins to (l to r) Gene Colford, Albert Sturgeon, and Elmer Oickle. 
The three men are seen here with past Grand Knight Dale Brennan (right), who
conducted the presentation. (Submitted photo)

Here to serve the Church: Alpha gains momentum in diocese
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondnet

SAINT JOHN — Over the past year many within the Diocese of
Saint John have come to know Jesus in the power of the Holy Spirit
through Alpha. Known as “a resource churches use to create a space
and a culture where people are excited to bring their friends for a
conversation about Jesus,” Alpha helps to create a space where peo-
ple can encounter Jesus through a culture of invitation and disciple-
ship. (https://alphacanda.org)

Programs like Alpha are important to Bishop Christian Riesbeck,

CC of the Diocse of Saint John..“The word Alpha means beginning,
and it’s a great beginning, because it’s very kerygmatic [to preach or
proclaim], it focuses on the basic Gospel message,” he said in a 2016
testimony video for Alpha Canada.

“It reaches people who are at all different levels and stages of their
faith,” he said. “People who maybe have not heard the initial procla-
mation; people who grew up Catholic and are a little bit lukewarm in
their faith and maybe have distanced themselves from God and the
Church and are looking to reconnect; people who are so-called
practicing Catholics but maybe are not so involved in taking up their
baptismal call to participate in the mission of the Church, and maybe
just need to be awakened in their life of faith.”

As the diocese embarks on a new pastoral year, Bishop Riesbeck
continues to promote tools of evangelization including Alpha because
he has “sincere desire…for all the faithful to have a deep and personal
relationship with Jesus and his Church, and led by the Holy Spirit, to
be missioned to the peripheries to make disciples of others.” (2021-
22 Pastoral Letter, Towards a Renewed Encounter with Jesus in the
Eucharist.)

Noting that one cannot assume that even the people in the pews are
evangelized, Bishop Riesbeck said that “too many Catholics of our
day have not had that personal encounter with Christ. They know
something about him and the teachings of the Church, but they lack
personal familiarity. So Alpha is a wonderful tool to help in the first
proclamation of the Gospel.”

Alpha has been offered within the diocese for many years and has
seen a significant uptake over the last year and a half. Youth Alpha is
also being offered to Confirmation candidates throughout the dio-
cese, as part of a new two-year formation that will “help [candidates]
encounter and re-encounter Christ and prepare them for a deeper
engagement in the mission of the Church,” Bishop Riesbeck wrote in
his letter, New Journey to Confirmation, May 18, 2021.

This focus on youth was welcomed news for Shaila Visser, global
senior vice president, Alpha International, and national director, Alpha
Canada. “There is a remarkable opportunity before us as our families,
neighbours and friends asked significant questions about purpose,

faith, and meaning,” she told The New Free-
man. “Our latest research in Canada tells that
GenZ (teenagers) are open to spiritual con-
versations at a far higher number than we an-
ticipated.”

Ms. Visser believes passionately in lead-
ing people to a deep, personal relationship with
Jesus. “At Alpha Canada we are here to serve
the church to provide safe places where anyone
can explore the Christian faith and discover Je-
sus who is both true and good,” she said.

Alpha is currently being offered in the
Miramichi and Fredericton regions of the dio-
cese, with Youth Alphas being offered as part
of formation for Confirmation throughout the
entire diocese. For more information visit
https://dioceseofsaintjohn.org/alpha and click
‘Find an Alpha near you.’

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §

SAINT JOHN — Recently Knights of Columbus Council #9176
donated an upright freezer to the River Valley Food Bank. (L to
r) John Peter Lacey , Knights of Columbus project manager ,
Twlia Hitchcock, manager of the food bank and Grand Knight
Keith Doiron, grand knight. This unit was purchased from the
Host Community Enhancement Fund secured by the Knights of
Columbus. Knights of Columbus 9176 has also sponsored the
food bank in the past with its 50/50 during Chase the
Ace. (Submitted photo)


